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Introduction of Issue: 
 
The term Geopolitics is normally used to describe the national zones of interest, 
influence, or clash, which are constrained by geographical factors' impacts (Germond, 
2015). The geopolitics events have significantly affected the national economic 
development and supply chain security, with no sector being more severely influenced 
than maritime business and global logistics, particularly for the strategic resources 
supply chain. It is widely believed that the rising geopolitical tensions are threatening 
global shipping (e.g., UNCTAD, 2018; Baracuhy, 2016; Khan et al., 2022). 
 
The geopolitical events or tensions affect global shipping in many ways. It is noted that 
geopolitics events, whether positive or negative, can affect the maritime shipping 
network, maritime trade pattern, global logistics performance, security of supply chain, 
strategic resources price, maritime transport costs, etc. (e.g., Kotcharin and Maneenop, 
2020; Hendricks and Singhal, 2005). In recent decades, many scholars and practitioners 
have paid more attention to the impact of some geopolitics events on strategic resources 
and supply chain structure. For example, the recent geopolitical tensions caused by the 
Russia-Ukraine crisis led to an increase in the prices of global natural gas and oil. 
Meanwhile, shipping executives and crewing agencies have estimated that crews from 
Russia and Ukraine make up 17% of the world’s 1.9 million sailors, and at least 60,000 
sailors are currently at sea or at ports waiting (Costas Paris, 2022). This example reveals 
that the geopolitics event is an important factor in the performance and security of 
global logistics and shipping. 
 
This is particularly vital to countries which oil, gas, iron ore, and other resources are 
heavily replied on import (e.g., Khan et al., 2021, Dong and Kong, 2016). Global 



shipping plays a key role in these countries’ industrial and manufacturing activities, for 
example, China, India, Japan (e.g., Umbach, 2010; Chien et al., 2020). Moreover, the 
economic system of resource-exporting countries may also face challenges of unstable 
global shipping influenced by geopolitical tensions, for example, Australia, Brazil, and 
Middle East (e.g., Abdel-Latif and El-Gamal, 2020; Salameh and Chedid, 2020). 
 
Studies on geopolitics and global shipping is important for policymaking in relation to 
international resources trade and supply chain security. The relevant research can 
contribute to the maritime logistics providers, industry, trade companies, and other 
stakeholders that can timely formulate the appropriate measurements to face the 
challenges caused by geopolitics events. Currently, most studies have focused on the 
effects of geopolitics on natural resources shipping (e.g., Khan et al., 2021), shipping 
industry (e.g., Kotcharin and Maneenop, 2020), maritime security (e.g., Germond, 
2015), China’s maritime silk road initiative (e.g., Blanchard and Flint, 2017), shipping 
cost (e.g., Scarsi, 2009), and stock returns (Gkillas et al., 2018), etc.  
 
Nevertheless, some significant research gaps still need to be fulfilled in the field of 
geopolitics and global shipping. Firstly, most research is conducted from the views of 
management, market, and economics (e.g., Khan et al., 2021; Kotcharin and Maneenop, 
2020; Garlick, 2018; Palit, 2017). Considerable research has paid less attention to the 
effects of geopolitics on the maritime business and global logistics from a transport 
geography perspective.  
 
Secondly, many studies have commonly employed the panel data to analyze the 
geopolitics and maritime shipping on a macro-level from the long-term (e.g., Suárez-
de Vivero and Mateos, 2017), but the big data approach (e.g., vessels AIS data) is rarely 
used to discuss the short-term micro-changes of maritime shipping caused by 
geopolitics. 
 
Thirdly, although the quantitate analysis approaches have been extensively employed 
to discuss the relations between geopolitics and maritime shipping (e.g., Sun et al., 2018; 
Aloui et al., 2018; Chen et al., 2016), thus far, most studies have paid less attention to 
their interaction mechanism, maritime shipping network changes, shipping flow 
volatility, and other problems on transport geography. 
 
This special issue works as a unique forum discussing the challenges and opportunities 
of geopolitics on global shipping from a transport geography perspective. It would fill 
the existing research gaps and bring fresh knowledge of geography of maritime 
transport. This special issue welcomes contributions on the following (non-exhaustive) 
list of topics: 
 
• Global shipping geopolitics 
• Geopolitical intentions and maritime transport network 
• Geopolitical risks and shipping price 



• Territory development and shipping 
• Geopolitics of seaports  
• Geopolitics and supply chain  
• Geopolitics and international collaboration on maritime logistics infrastructure  
• Geopolitical dynamics and shipping market  
• Geopolitical space structure and seaborne trade 
• Borderland spaces and shipping  
• Geopolitics competition and maritime logistics 
• Intercountry partnership and global shipping 
• China's belt and road initiative and global shipping 
• International collaboration organizations and global shipping 
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